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SUBJECT: CALL ON PRIME MINISTER 

1. 1 MET WITH PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA TODAY AND 
REVIEWED WITH HIM THE SUBSTANCE OF MY CONCULTATION IN 
WASHINGTON. I STATED THAT UNITED STATES CONTINUED TO 
SUPPORT HIM IN HIS EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT PEACE AND 
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION BUT STRESSED THAT THERE WAS 
CONCERN IN WASHINGTON OVER PATHET LAO NON-COMPLIANCE 
WITH VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE AGREEMENT AND PROTOCOL. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER STATED THAT HE WAS MOST APPRECI- 
ATIVE FOR CONTINUED AMERICAN SUPPORT AND THAT HE UNDER- 
STOOD OUR CONCERN. HE SAID THAT HE HAD MET WITH NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR PRIOR TO LATTER'S RETURN TO 
HANOI AND HAD ASKED HIM TO INFORM PHAM VAN DONG THAT 
IF NORTH VIETNAM TRULY DESIRED TO SEE THE PGNU SUC- 
CEED IT WAS IMPERATIVE THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES 
BE WITHDRAWN FROM THE KINGDOM. THE PRIME MINISTER 
SAID THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR HAD NOT 
DENIED THE EXISTENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROMCS AND 
HAD SAID THAT HE WOUDL BRING THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
VIEWS TO THE ATTENTION OF THE LEADERSHIP IN HANOI. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY THIS 
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DEVELOPMENT AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT A NORTH 
VIETNAMESE WITHDRAWAL WOULD COMMENCE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

3. AS HE HAS ON MANY PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, THE PRIME 
MINISTER COMMENTED AT LENGTH ON THE SUSPICION AND 
MISTRUST OF THE PATHET LAO HE RECALLED THE INCIDENTS 
WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE OVER THE YEARS WHICH MAKE 
THEM HYPER-SENSITIVE WITH REGARD TO SECURITY MATTERS. 

I REPLIED THAT IT WAS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THE PATHET 
LAO WERE AS CONCERNED OVER COUP RUMORS AS THEY PRE- 
TENDED TO BE AND THAT THEIR ATTEMPTS TO PRETEND THAT 
AMERICAN AND THAI FORCES WERE STILL IN LAOS WERE 
REDICULOUM THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE PATHET 
LAO WERE BEING MANIPULATED BY HANOI IN MUCH OF THEIR 
ACTIVITY. THEIR INSISTENCE ON RECOGNITION OF THE 

PRG AND THEIR PREOCCUPATION WITH AMERICAN BASES IN 
THAILAND WERE OBVIOUSLY BEING IMPOSED ON THEM BY THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE. HE SAID THAT THE QUESTION OF 
RECOGNITION OF THE PRG WOULD BE RAISED AGAIN AT 
TOMORROW S CABINET MEETING AND THAT HE WOULD RULE 
THAT THIS MATTER SHOULD BE DEFERRED INDEFINITELY. 

4. THE PRIME MINISTER WAS CALM AND RELAXED REGARDING 
TODAY'S INCIDENTS AT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (VIENTIANE 
5307). HE SAID THAT HE WOULD DISSOLVE THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY TOMORROW AND HAD RECEIVED THE KING'S SUPPORT 
FOR THIS MEASURE LAST WEEK-END. HE SAID HE EXPECTED 
THAT ELECTIONS COULD BE ARRANGED WITHIN THREE MONTHS 
AS FORESEEN IN THE PROTOCOL. WHEN I EXPRESSED SOME 
DOUBT REGARDING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE PATHET LAO 

TO MEET THIS SCHEDULE, PRIME MINISTER AFFIRMED THAT 
THE PATHET LAO HAD NO OBJECTION TO PROCEEDING WITH 
ELECTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

5. ON THE SUBJECT OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS HERE 
DURING MY ABSENCE. THE PRIME MINISTER COMMENTED THAT 
A LOT OF MEASURES HAD BEEN TAKEN BY THE VIENTIANE 
SIDE AND THAT A NEW FRONT HAD BEEN FORMED. FROM HIS 
TONE IT APPEARED THAT HE WAS NOT ENTIRELY ENCHANTED WITH 
THE MANNER IN WHICH THE VIENTIANE SIDE LEADERSHIP HAD 
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GONE ABOUT GETTING ITSELF ORGANIZED. HE WAS PARTI- 
CULARLY SCORNFUL OF THE ATTEMPT BY CHAO SOPSAISANA AND 
OTHERS TO DRAMATIZE THE NON- WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
FORCES. 
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